




Silent Auction Live Auction

Watercolour Paintings
SA-01	 Christy DeKoning (guest 
	 artist)	
SA-02	 Navia Meriano
SA-03	 Jennifer Lacharite
SA-04	 Carson Grail
SA-05	 Navia Meriano
SA-06	 Sebastian Knight

Print Making
SA-07	 Kathryn Bultje (guest artist)
SA-08	 Brandon Drury
SA-09	 Jennifer Lacharite
SA-10	 Ben Guerin
SA-11	 Victoria Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-12	 Candace Crow
SA-13	 Eddie VanRootselaar
SA-14	 Navia Meriano
SA-15	 Thomas Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-16	 Carson Grail
SA-17	 Edward Bultje

Fibre Art
SA-18	 Navia Meriano
SA-19	 Amanda Rice
SA-20	 Edward Bultje
SA-21	 Thomas Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-22	 Candace Crow
SA-23	 Jennifer Lacharite

SA-24	 Brandon Drury
SA-25	 Victoria Cottrell-Sharpe

Acrylic Paintings
SA-26	 Karen Bourassa & Tracy 		
            	 Bultje (guest artists – 		
	 combined work)
SA-27	 Karen Bourassa & Tracy 		
            	 Bultje (guest artists – 		
	 combined work)
SA-28	 Sebastian Knight
SA-29	 Navia Meriano
SA-30	 Thomas Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-31	 Candace Crow
SA-32	 Amanda Rice
SA-33	 Tinielle Hulme
SA-34	 Brandon Drury
SA-35	 Ben Guerin
SA-36	 Victoria Cottrell-Sharpe

Pottery
SA-37	 Amanda Rice
SA-38	 Tyler Jewkes
SA-39	 Victoria Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-40	 Thomas Cottrell-Sharpe
SA-41	 Nicholas Jane
SA-42	 Heather Sarson (artist 
	 apprentice)

LA-01	 “Tapestry”, an acrylic 
collaboration by Centre children, 
parents, therapists and instructors, 
with special guest artist Laurel 
Broten, Ontario Minister of Children 
and Youth Services

LA-02	 Watercolour Painting by 
Brandon Drury, instructed by Christy 
DeKoning

LA-03	 “Diversity” Watercolour 
Painting by Christy DeKoning

LA-04	 Pottery by Jennifer 
Lacharite, instructed by Andrea 
Vuletin

LA-05	 “Ontario Farmlands”” Photo-
graph by Janos Gardonyi

LA-06    Fibre Art by Sebastian 
Knight, Ben Guerin and Edward 
Bultje, instructed by Kelly Ridley

LA-07	 Exclusive Men’s Choice #1: 
“The Golden Goal” Photographs

LA-08	 “Take a Taxi” Acrylic Painting 
by Karen Bourassa

LA-09	 Acrylic Painting by Eddie 
VanRootselaar, instructed by Karen 
Bourassa

LA-10	 “Pottery Vessel” Ceramic 
Pottery by Andrea Vuletin

LA-11	 “4.6 Miles” Copper Etching 
by Kathryn Bultje

LA-12	 Watercolour Painting by 
Pantea Rasoulinejad and Claudette 
Meriano, instructed by Tracy Bultje

LA-13	 “Untitled” Oil Painting by 
Cathy Van Raay-Myers

LA-14	 Print by Tinielle Hulme, 
instructed by Kathryn Bultje

LA-15	 Exclusive Men’s Choice #2: 
Signed Sidney Crosby Team Canada 
Jersey 

LA-16	 “Innocence” Photograph by 
Mike Blazek

LA-17	 “Wunderkind” Acrylic Paint-
ing by Becky Fixter Vagners

LA-18	 “Canopy” Acrylic Painting by 
Tracy Bultje

LA-19    “Boundless”, a pottery 
collaboration by Centre children, 
parents, therapists and instructors



Our Contributing Professional Artists

Our Artist in Residence 

Tracy Bultje was born in Chatham and has resided there her entire 
life.  Her acrylic landscape paintings are a bold and colourful rendering of 
the vegetation in southwestern Ontario.  In June 2010, Tracy presented her 
work in a solo exhibition at the Thames Art Gallery and this body of work 
is traveling to various galleries across Canada.  Locally, Tracy’s work has 
been shown at ARTspace where she works as an artist in residence one 
day per week.  As well, her paintings are included in many private 
collections.

“The paint application, Bultje’s sense of touch, is in keeping with the 
matter-of-fact directness of the work.  Her straightforward, no-fuss 
approach, hi-keyed colour schemes and jagged, crisp forms come together 
with a disarming freshness and a radical logic.  Tracy Bultje’s paintings 
invite you to take in their parts, measure their decisions and question their 
format constraints.  These are paintings that invite you to engage rather 
than escape.” – Jordan Broadworth, MFA, from an excerpt of the catalogue 
essay in “Tracy Bultje, Remnant” 2010

Mike Blazek A resident of Wallaceburg, Mike attended figure drawing, 
print-making and sculpting classes at St. Clair College throughout his 
formative years.  Today, he works predominantly in photography and has 
more than thirty years of experience and technical training.  He is an 
exhibiting member of ARTspace, is active in the Chatham Camera Club 
and continues to take digital photography courses throughout Ontario.   His 
photograph available this evening is titled “Innocence”, one of a series of 
extreme close-ups capturing the strong vibrant colours of plants and 
flowers in nature.

Karen Bourassa (nee Hearn) was born in and continues to 
reside in Chatham-Kent.  She is teaching Visual Arts at Chatham-Kent 
Secondary School.  Her current drawings and paintings are directly 
influenced by the elements of arts.  The experimentation with colour, line 
and texture dominate the process of her work.  These elements work 
together to create her spontaneous pieces.  Her acrylic painting for auction 
this evening is “Take a Taxi”.

Kathryn Bultje graduated with a Bachelor of Arts, Honour 
Specialization in Visual Arts, from the University of Western Ontario.  
During the Mosaic Art Camp this summer, Kathryn (now Pilon after her 
recent marriage) taught the children print-making.  She has a love for 
children and art, and has developed her skills in order to share them with 
others.  The print for auction this evening is a four-layer copper etching 
titled “4.6 Miles”.  It is a map of central Chatham-Kent and was completed 
in 2007 in her final year at UWO.

Christy DeKoning Christy’s works are often noted for their unique 
style, bold colour and technique.  She has developed an innovative style 
that blends precise realism with bold expressionism.  Christy grew up in 
Sydney, Australia, but now lives in southwestern Ontario with her husband 
and two sons.  In the past several years, she has completed more than 200 
commissioned watercolour portraits for clients worldwide.  Her paintings 
have also appeared in many brick-and-mortar galleries and online galleries.  
Her piece for auction tonight is titled “Diversity”.



Kelly RidlEy A costume designer specializing in historical dress, 
Kelly is also a spinner and a knitter.  With success in lace-making, Kelly has 
spent the past few years working with various types of fibre manipulation 
and image transfer.  She loves the idea of ‘wearable art’ and is intrigued by 
the idea of her work becoming a sort of living installation that by its very 
nature is worked into the fabric, so to speak, of daily life.  Kelly assisted 
Tracy with the fibre art class of this year’s Mosaic Art Camp.

Becky Fixter Vagners was born in Dorval, Quebec, and spent her 
formative years in Kitchener and Thornhill.  She obtained her Bachelor of 
Arts in Psychology at York University.  Her abstract works on canvas are 
heavily influenced by her educational background.  Her lively and 
expressive pieces are an exploration of the human spirit and our individual 
and collective struggles for self discovery.  Becky applies thick layers of 
paint and then spontaneously, frenetically blends, scratches and scrapes to 
pull the image forth.  She often uses unconventional techniques.  Her work 
tonight, titled “Wunderkind”, is acrylic on canvas.  Becky works in a home 
studio on the outskirts of Chatham in close proximity to nature.  

Janos Gardonyi is a retired architect and photographer of 
Hungarian origin.  Upon retirement from Orlando Corporation where he 
designed many high-rise office towers, shopping plazas and industrial 
developments, he turned to artistic photography.  He has exhibited in many 
galleries and participated in numerous juried exhibitions, including the 
Desmond Juried Art Exhibition & Sale in Ridgetown, where the piece 
available this evening, “Ontario Farmlands”, was presented this year.  His 
subjects, presented in the digital abstract, include landscapes, townscapes, 
architectural and heritage buildings. 

Cathy Van Raay-Myers is a Chatham-Kent artist.  Her interest in 
art began early when she began drawing from the etches and drawings of 
Rembrandt.  She has studied drawing and basic design as an option while 
studying forestry at Lakehead University, life drawing and sculpture in 
Montana, drawing with Michel Binette in Ridgetown, drawing and raku 
classes in Haliburton and is working toward her Bachelor in Fine Art at the 

Professional Artists continued...
University of Windsor.  She combines different techniques to create rich 
layered textures and is able to move easily between genres and mediums.  
Her work hangs in private collections in Canada and the USA.  Her work 
hangs throughout the Retro Suites Hotel in Chatham.  The oil painting up 
for auction this evening is “Untitled”.

Andrea Vuletin has been a potter since 1996.  She worked 
freelance as a painter and designer after graduating in 1990 from the 
Ontario College of Art and Design, but discovered a passion for clay while 
attending night classes at George Brown College in 1994.  The understand-
ing of composition, line, colour and form developed at OACD translated 
easily to the ceramic medium where Andrea has found great satisfaction 
in producing objects that connect to the viewer on a daily functional level.  
Her elegant pieces bring a quiet but joyful moment to each day.  Andrea 
teaches classes and workshops with an emphasis on surface.  Her work is 
shown at festivals and galleries across southern Ontario and beyond.

Our Child & Other Guest Artists 

Eddie VanRootselaar (17) played sledge hockey for the first time 
last winter and was also a member of the Challenger baseball program this 
summer.

Sebastian Knight (11) is an avid sailor and looks forward to sailing 
each summer with Access Boom.  He takes pride in his artwork!

Navia Meriano (20) has participated in many programs at the 
Children’s Treatment Centre over the years.   One of her most favourite 
memories will be attending the Black Eyed Peas concert at Sarnia Bayfest 
this past July.

Thomas Cottrell-Sharpe (12) has marvelled at his new found 
artistic talent and takes pride in his works.  He can be often seen visiting 
Judith’s office to view last year’s auctioned watercolour that he created! He 
enjoys swimming lessons at the Centre.



Child & Guest Artists continued... 

Candace Crow (17) enjoys all of the social opportunities at the 
Centre!  She recently participated in Caring Teens where a group of teens 
sold freezies to raise money for Outreach for Hunger.  They delivered the 
donation and then were able to give back to their community through 
volunteering.

Amanda Rice (15) had a great time participating in the Mosaic Art 
Camp.  She has recently participated in swimming lessons at the Centre.

Tinielle Hulme (14) enjoys many Centre programs such as sailing, art 
and Caring Teens

Brandon Drury (16) can be seen taking part in programs like Swim 
Club and the Mosaic Art Camp.  A Centre volunteer, Brandon is a very 
conscientious worker.

Ben Guerin (19) is an avid bocce player and recently completed his 
secondary school co-operative placement at the Centre where he has been 
an effective ambassador.  He will be going to college in the fall and is proud 
of the scholarships he has received.  Good Luck Ben!

Victoria Cottrell-Sharpe (12) participates in many Centre 
programs but her first love is cooking.  She enjoys making her family meals 
and yummy snacks!

Edward Bultje (14) recently participated in the Flaming Fingers 
Game Club where he was able to hang out, play the Wii and make 
crossword puzzles on the computer with his friends.  He is a member of the 
newly formed Helping Hands Sign Language Choir who performed at the 
annual general meeting as well as at the music and dance recital.

Jennifer Lacharite (10) is in her second year as a participant 
in the Mosaic Art Camp.  She is very eager to complete her works of art 
independently.  She loves to swim and has taken swimming lessons at the 
Centre.

Tyler Jewkes (16) is in his first year participating in the Mosaic Art 
Camp.  He is a heavy hitter with Challenger baseball and recently had the 
opportunity to attend the Black Eyed Peas concert on his birthday in July! 

Nicholas Jane (10) was involved with the Flaming Fingers Games 
Club and especially liked making new friends.

Carson Grail (7) recently participated in the dance program at the 
Centre.  He performed with his class at the annual general meeting as well 
as in front of a packed house at the music and dance recital.

Claudette Meriano is one of our treasured parents.  She has 
long been active around the Centre’s board table and was recognized last 
year as a passionate advocate for children with special needs with her 
campaign for accessible change tables in public facilities.  

Pantea Rasoulinejad is a Communicative Orders Assistant at 
the Centre.  While she’s been with us only for a short time, she has already 
gained a lot of experience and is obviously a very talented artist.  



Sincere Thanks to...
•	 Tracy Bultje, who without her time, talent and energy, none of this would 

have been remotely possible
•	 Thompsons Limited of Blenheim for being our Masterpiece Sponsor
•	 Susan Aarssen, for her amazing photographic and design skills
•	 Mike Blazek, Karen Bourassa, Kathryn Bultje, Christy DeKoning, Becky 

Fixter Vagners, Janos Gardonyi, Kelly Ridley, Cathy Van Raay Myers and 
Andrea Vuletin for their generous donations of time and art

•	 All of our child artists and their families
•	 Maple Art Gallery, Jim’s Six Cent Shop and Downies for their generous 

donations of framing and matting
•	 Greg Hetherington, for offering his auctioneering skills
•	 George Bultje, for always being so generously crafty
•	 Jason Gillett, for lending his information technology wizardry once again
•	 Our dancers and signing choir members
•	 Mike and Paula Grail’s Tim Hortons locations (donation of men’s auction 

items and refreshments)
•	 Keith Hindmarsh of Harvest Moon Catering
•	 Carl Lavoy, Thames Art Gallery curator and Sonya Blazek, ARTspace      

assistant gallery administrator
•	 Staff at the Children’s Treatment Centre, for always stepping up to do what 

it takes 
•	 Heather Sarson for her extra effort in setting up and promoting the MOSAIC 

Art Camps


